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'1'II K SITUATION.
Wo have mfvrosrintr new* from General Banks'

department by the st-amcr CMumbia, which ar¬

rived here yesterday, with dates from New <>r.
leans to the 3d inst. Information had been re-

ceived there from various sources or a combined
movement being contemplated on the part of the
rebels. 1, was said that all the rebel troops who
have been operating i. Western Louisiana, on tbe
banks or the Mississippi ar,j other points, were

gathcing for Central Texas, and uniting to form
one large army, to attack our new acquisitions on

the coast 0r Texas, and would probably nnoiber at
least twenty thousand. Preparations bad been
".de to meet this rebel force as well as possible
with the numbei of troops in the department, and
it whs e\|K-( I 'd tha' news ol great interest from
Texas wouid soou be receive,!.
Ou. coi i espondents turnish tbe details of all the

news ti.msp«lng u. New Orleans; the 'return and
result <.( Ooueiat Andrews' foraging expedition to
Humboldt Island from Port Hudson, to which latter
place they brought b*. k a good Christmas dinner
from the larders of the enemy.which they rifled
without compunction including ducks, chickens. I
hogs, eggs, turkeys and two thousand bushels of
corn. Intel esting accounts of the state of affairs
hi the iritenoi are also given; the arrival of seven

bundie I exchanged prisoners from Notcbitoches,
.od the presence of the rebel gunboats at Sbrere-

port.
The liner of tbe Potomac army were marked

by more than the usual Sabbath quiet yesterday.
Nothing whatever occurred to disturb the monoto¬

ny or interfere with the religious services ot the
different chaplains. General Meade has gone to

Philadelphia on furlough for a few days.
A despatch from the headquarters of the De¬

partment of West Virginia states that Major Cole,
who was in command of a battalion ol Marylsnd
cavalry, in Loudon county, was attacked at four
o'clock yesterday morning by the guerilla
Mosby. foui hundred strong. After severe fight
log for an hour Mosby was repulsed, leaving
hia killed, and wounded, on the held. Among
the dead were found tour commissioned j
officers Ourlo<sis reported as two killed and
eleven wounded. Among the latter are Captain
Vernon, severely, and Lieutenant Rivers, slightly.
General Hullivau has a force ol cavalry now in

pursuit of the enemy. Mosby « plan w as to sur¬

round and surprae the camp: but he found Ma.ior
Coie ready for him.

It is not thought that tbe en<jny can accomplish
Anything in the Shenandoah valley just now. The
river is almost impassable from floatiug ice, nor is
it likely from tbe position of our forces that the
rebels can construct a bridge. The retirement or
General Early from that section of country is
looked upon as almost certain.
Aa officer of tbe rebel army (Third Arkansas

regiment),.who recently deserted to the Union
i at Fort Smith with% portion of bis command,

that General Holmes is in command of the

raw-Mississippi Department, and General Price
lands the army in the field, which does not

bkceed thirteen thousand. Of Price s Missourians

fcnlythree or four thousand remain, and but few

6f these were part of the army'wbich he took out

of Missouri. The veterans of Lexington and Pea

Rtdge are nearly all dead. He says that the re¬

ports of the Union success in Texas, and General
banks' possession of the RioGrantle, created great
gloom among the rebels, and also that President
I'"" 0,n'fc »«nneaty proclamation was having effect
throughout their ranks, and desertions were fre¬
quent in consequents.
Oor advi cs fion the Bahamas arc dated at Nas¬

sau, N P.. on the 2d ofJTbe fore|gn
trade with Wilmington N. C., by way of Nassau
was still brisk. There were quit, , nilInbpr^
arrivals w.th "assorted cargoes'' for along,, the
goods being evidently destined for ultimate ship
Bant to tbe rebel#. New Tork forwarded seven

¦uch cargoes Th# Un.ted States steamer Sonoma

paat in pursuit of a steamer on the 29th ultimo.

Vn learn from Havana that the steamer Morn-

^ag Star, which left New Tork on the 26^011.,
IWM olosely pursued on the next day, near Cape
pptlmt' hf . rebel csiiis«r. pf Eju'>h build-g

propeller, lyiug low in the waler, carrying two

ina.sU and an uuusually high smoke alack. B/

putting ou additional steam and a4ila tlie Morning
Star outran her, however.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS
By the steamship Columbia, which arrived at

this port yesterday, we have highly interesting
news froui Mexico and 8t. Domingo. Our advices
from Mexico iepresent the French as meeting with
almost unint -rrupted success in the progress of
their different columns through the country.
Various cities and towns had been occupied by
the imperial arms, including Guanajuato and
Aguaaealientea, and the invaders were inarching
on Juarer'» capital, which they expected to

occupy by Christmas, ft was reported by
the French nnd their partisans that Juarez
himself would aeck aafety by fleeing to Texas.
General Mirumon was engaged in raising a force
to march on Dttrango. The entire State of Tamau-
lipa-., it was expected, would soon be in the pos¬
session of the imperialists.
From St. Domingo we learn that the Spaniards

bad gained another victory over the insurgents, in
front of Puerto l'lato, driving thern successively
from their various positions, though the number
of killed and wounded is said to have been
comparatively small. Reinforcements lor the
Spaniards were constantly arriving, and it was

supposed they would soon have sufficient force to
overcome all opposition.
Rebvl )Iu\ rinunlH in Virginia.Prob«blc
I'lu vi* of Jeff. Oh vis for a Spring C»m-
paign.
The lute movements of the rebels in North¬

eastern ami Southwestern Virginia Indicate a

compreite isive plan of operations for the coin¬

ing spring lampaign, its principal feature be¬
ing the establishment of a defensive line from
Lee 'k army to that of General Joe Joluiston, in
Northern Georgia. J

This defensive line will cover the railroad
from Gordonsville aoulboastwaidiy to Rich¬
mond, and southwestwardly to Loiigstreel, in
the eastern corner or East Tennessee; and
iheuec across the mountains to Joe Johnston's
(late I'ragg's) army in Northern Georgia com¬

munications will be, maintained by the cavalry
forces of Wheeler, Sam. Jones. John Morgan
and olLers. In connection with this programme,
the late descent of Satu. Jones upon (lie ex¬

posed Union detachment at Jonesville, in South¬
western Virginia (in the neighborhood of Cum¬
berland Gap), and the later demonstration of
General Early in the northeast, threatening
the Baltimore aud Ohio Railroad, are incidental,
though very important subordinate operations!
ibe business thus assigned in part to Sam.
Jones is to protect the flunk of Longstreet and
to secure as large a range as possible over Eust
Tennessee for loraging purposes, while the
lalo northern advance of General Early as

clearly indicates the purpose of General Lee
to protect his flauk and to hold on to the sup¬
plies of the extensive and fertile Shenandoah
valley.
The main objects of this general programme

aie, first, the defence of Richmond in the east;
aud. secondly, the defence of (hose vital iu.il-
road lines, the common focus of wbicu is
Atlanta, Georgia, and upou the retention of
which depends the safety of those extensive
military foundries, factories and workshops of
all kinds established at Atlanta and Rome.
Assuming that the rebel forces between these
extremes of Richmond and Rome are or will
be under the supreme command of General
Lee. they may be set down as the three grand
divisions of his army, holding himself the im¬
mediate command of the most important divi¬
sion in the Last, and Joe Johnston the division
at the other end of the line, while, as the case

may require, Longstreet is charged with the
movable or stationary intermediate division in
East Tennessee. Under this arrangement, as

the opportunity may demand or invite, Long-
street tnay move to the support of Johnston or

Lee, or either of these two may move to the
relief of Longstreet, so long as they hold the
great railway line between Gordonsville and
?Last Tennessee and the several more easterly
lines between Richmond aud Atlanta.

Considering, however, the length of the
line five or six hundred miles.the rickety
condition of the railroads thus to be delended.
aud the irreparable inferiority of the rebel
forces at both extremes, this is not a verv

promising programme to Jefl. Davis, unless it
may turn out to involve the abandonment of
Richmond and Virginia, in that event, with
the junction or Lee's Virginia army, regulars
and guerillas, with Longstreet, aud with all
these forces operating together, with Joe .John¬
ston heavily reinforced, as he doub'less will be
by a sweeping conscription, they may give to
General Grant iibumlunt employment. Cutoff
horn their confederates north ol Tennessee and
west of the Mississippi, we fully believe that
the only remaining chance to the rebel cbiels
at Richmond lor an overwhelming concentra¬
tion of their limited forces is the abandonment
ot Richmond; for in relinquisbiug the other
end of their line tLeir already divided aud dis¬
mantled confederacy will be at once cut in
two between Chattanooga and Charleston.
As it is possible, then, that the rebel leaders

may be preparing for the evacuation of Rich¬
mond and Viiginia, under the pressure of their
desperate necessities, and with the hope of re¬

turning again after the overthrow of Grant's
armies, we woulu urge this view of the subject
upon the special attention of the government.
We would especially urge during the winter
such vigilant reconnoissances from the Rich¬
mond peninsula and from Norfolk in the direc¬
tion of the Southern roads communicating with
the rebel capital as will keep the government
well informed of the enemy's movements in
that quarter and baffle their designs, so far as

they may involve a stealthy evacuation of Vir¬
ginia.
The rebellion can l»e utterly demolished by

General Grant in the spring if the War < HBce
can only contrive ^during the winter to keep
within sight of the trmy of Lee or to hold the
rebel government at Richmond.

Mr. Wkm.h* Qrdkb on- Prizks..By there-
cent order of Mr. Welles relative to the capture
Of prizes, it appears that here»fter. when a

transport or supply ship takes a blockade run¬

ner. and when a naval vessel comes in sight,
she must transfer the prize over to the latter,
and also surrender all claim to the prize
money. We suppose this order is intended to
bolster up the reputation of the navy, and to
prevent the Fulton and other vessels like her
from doing the good service they have hitherto
done by capturing blockade runners, while tbo
naval veasels, for want of speed, fail to do their
d"ty It is very probable, therefore, that this
class of transport and snpjfly ships will mind
their own business in future, aad let the Navy
Department take ©art of it* own reputation
Thoy have no indaoetfentfl now, either of honor
«Vo Woman about it.

Ibc PUaatler of (tee Da*
Mr Chase's financial career offers another

illustration of tlw correctness of the proverb
that it ia tetter to bo bom lucky than wise
Ho bad h tid and done enough to damn the re¬

putation of ouy man in b;a position Aud vet
there are people who believe iu bim as the in
carnation of financial wisdom, and who are of
opinion that be bad bad a great haod iu saving
the Union. They are uot very numerous, it is

true, and tbey include but few who know any
thing about financial matters
The only principle which seems to h ive gov

erncd Mr Chase's administration of the national
finances from the outset has been that of pro¬
viding merely for the necessities of the hour
When, ufter the outbreak of the rebellion, be
came to New York to find means of replenish¬
ing an empty treasury he obtained Irom out

batiks and moneyed men a loau of $l.r>0 000 000,
on the assurance that there would be no stop
page of specie payments. V» batever might
be the duration of the war, there would be no

difficulty in keeping this promise; for all further
aid that the government required could have
been raised by loans and taxation. Hut on Mi
Chase's return to Washington his personal in¬
terests and those of his political partisans en¬

grossed much of his attention, to the exclu¬
sion of other considerations. The prompt
crushing out of the rebellion and the main¬
tenance of the public credit became second¬
ary objects. Occupied in distributing the fat
things in his gift to those who were in a posi¬
tion to advance bis views as to the I'res dency,
and busy with the management of our armies.
whose operations were directed by him solely
iu reference to the extinguishment of slavery,
lie hud no time to attend to the duties of his
official positiou. The consequences were just
wh.it were to be expected from such a course
Since bis first financial visit to this city

not only lias the specie basis baen aban¬
doned. but four hundred and sixty five
millions of unredeemable Treasury notes have
been added to the currency, while gold has
been up to a premium of I"2 and the value ot
labor lius been diminished nearly one-half.
And. as an. inevitable result, llio reliellion.
which the Secretary of the Treasury promised
should be put down in ninety days. has.
up to a recent period, been pros¬
pering, our ill success having the effect
of raising the credit of the rebel con¬

federacy abroad and of furnishing it with the
means of replenishing its wasted resources.

That it has been again brought to a state
of exhaustion, and that we ourselves
have narrowly escaped it, is not due to
auy later inspirations of Mr. Chase or nny
change in bis policy. We owe it to the
brilliant successes of General Grunt. Wheie
should we now be but for the magnificent
victories by which lie has cut the rebel con¬

federacy in two and paralyzed it* energies? ft
is to these, and not to the success of Mr.
Chase's plans, that we owe the tact that the
paper issues of tha government are not

largely depreciated and gold at a higher
premium than it has ever been. General
Grunt, and uot Mr. Chase, is (bet., our

financial as well as military savior. lie
lias solved with his sword tfi<* in acuities
which the contracted views and s- Ifi-m ambi¬
tion of th<- Secretary of the Treasury rendered
him incapable of grasping. A new light is.
however, breaking in on Mr. Chase's mind as

to the ruinous effects of his policy: lor in his
recent report be talks of the necessity of a

contraction of the currency. Wo do not expect
that he will make any effort to retrace bis
steps. He has so often deceived us by falla¬
cious hopes that tho country places no reliance
upon his assurances.

It is to the genius of that great soldier, states¬
man and financier, General Grant, that we look
for rescue from the financial abyss into which
we are being hurried. His victories wilt serve

to maintain confidence in the future, until his
election to tbo Presidency places it beyond tho
power of the fanutics to work any further mis¬
chief to the national interests.

How SuiiN Ark Bru/r rott tiik Nivr..
We were in hopes that with our new fleet of
double-enders we were to have a uuraber of
well built and fast vessels. As to their speed
we as yet have not sufficient dala to speak as

fully as the subject deserves; but as to tbo
mode of their construction we have seen enough
of tbom to state thai, with but few exceptions,
mostly those built at navy yards, they are the
most miserably built vessels in the navy.
Not long since it was found that a number of
them Deeded caulking, and accordingly con¬
tracts were issued to have the work performed.
Of course the lowest bidders obtained tho job.
In the first place, the vessels had not been
half caulked: in fact, so poorly was it done that
a person could run a knifeblado with ease into
the seama. To make them seaworthy they
must be reoaulkod. and the contract stated
clearly the quantity and quality of oakum and
best Southern pitch to be used, and the vessels
were given out. as it wa< supposed, to be well
done.

Jt was found by tho lowest bidders that to
faithfully do the work it would require nearly
double the quantities of material contracted
for; and, as they had taken the job at a lower
figure than most honest men could do. it
became necessary to do the work iu a cbeap
manner, which was not only disgraceful to
themselves, but dangerous to those who should
go out in these vessels. Consequently but a

.mall thread of oakum was put in the seams,

although the contract stated that they must be
well "horsed." This meagre amount of oakum
was duly pitched and puttied over until the
vessels had the appearance of being thorough¬
ly caulked; whereas, no sooner will the
vessels get to sea and begin to work ia a sea

way than they will leak like sieves, and If
they do not founder they will be obliged to
put back in distress, and be refitted at a large
cost or time and money. To say the leant, such
operations are downright swindles, and should
be punished to the full extent of the law.
The same species of swindling can be found

in vessels whioh have from time to time Iteen
purchased by the Navy Department, numbers
of whioh have been built with no other object
than to sell them to the government. The
builders of them would not dare tq offer such
a class of vessels to a respectable mercantile
house; but tbey know how to grease the ways
of sale as well as their own launching ways,
and as a natural consequence tbey are pur¬
chased, and we have so-called copper fastened
vessels, whose only copper fastening is blunt
bolts, which are not worth having In a chip,
and are only used to palm off a vessel to
the unsophisticated. Half built machinery,
broken ecrews and wbee/y engines are

bought ant paid for at from owtfeki to qae

hslf more than their real value It is t« be
hoped that the committee of investigation pro¬
posed in Congress wilt look into some of these
matters, and out of great darkness bring to
light some of the rascality of men who claim
to b-* Auiorik. ins and loyai citiaens.

Naroiio v \.so Mixico.Grant ako tiik

Unitko .-i ins.Napoleon III. would long
fliuce have drama out of bis Mexican scbouie
had he not hoped that ot'r civil war would so

weaken us that bis encroscbtueut on this oon-
tineut would remain unreseotod, if only from
oar want of power to sustain the Monroe doc¬
trine. lie urged England aud .^pam to a joint
interference between us and our rebellious
subjects In favor of tbo lattiv He well know
tltal, could ho induce such a course ou tlio part
of the great Powers whose aid lie solicited, his
schemes in Mexico would more loan likely ho
fraught with bucccvv Bui both England and
Spain li.u) a whole-iome di"sd 01 thoroughly
arousing the Amoncau people, and were uu-

wilhng to aid the imperial filibuster in a plan
which could benefit tiul him alone The re¬

verses wllich o>r arms met with from the stupid
blundering and meddling of the administration
in the rase of General Model tan caused Napo
leon to hope that, aftyr all, we were powerless,
and he no doubt at one moment thought seri¬

ously of openly advocating Davis and his fellow
traitgrs, oven at the risk o< h upture wilh this
government.

Hut then came tbe splendid victories of
General Grant aud other officers io the Y\est,
and Nape)eon paused to await events. The
fall of V icksburg, whtcb grest victoiy was due
to tbe genius of General Grant, totally dis¬
turbed all the plans of the Emperor of
the I reuch, us fa: as wo were con¬

cerned. und made him abandon tbe South.
Now he finds that ins position on
tins continent is critical in Ibe ex

trgme. lie is well aware that General
Grant's last great victory at Chattanooga
wtu a death blow to the cause of (tie rebellion,
and that Iro n the South he can expect no aid.
He foresees that General Grant must soon con¬

quer a peace, and that, once freed from oivil
war, we shall he called upon to turn our atten¬
tion to Mexico.
The election of General Grant to the Pre

ftideucy would give us a man at the hoad of
our government who permits no juggling on
the part of our adversaries, lie forces them
to the point without loss of time. No one will
watch our approaching Presidential election
with more interest than Napoleon. He appre¬
ciates that were a mere partisan elected we

should have to dread civil war in the North,
and that while occupied with our own troubles
we should not be enabled to attend to (bo
schemes of those who have dared to intrude
upon our continent- But it we elect a (.'uiou
man. one upon whom the choice of the people
can centre, we stnll he assured of a (needy
(Munition oi fh? preseut war aud an immediate
us»iunptio«i of all our rietits abroad. That
General Craut is such a person the most pre¬
judiced cannot deny. Tbo Emperor of the
trench will doubtless feel that his case is
hopeless, both on this continent and in Europe,
when we shall nave elected General Grant
Preaident of the Uuited States. Grant will
diuve toe first nail in Napoleon's coffin.

EMKJRVi.O AID Its PROSUhCrtVE Kh.-4LI.T1..
The enoiniuin progres five increase which is
taking |»luce iu European emigration to onr

shores, in spi'e of the influences used to check
it by Ioie gn gov eminent*, suggests reflection*
as to the development it is likely to take when
the war is ended aud the Snath thrown open
lo industrial and manufacturing enterprise.
The year Ivetore last the total number of immi¬
grants who touched this comttry was 60,000.
Last year upward* of 120,009 arrived here.
Of these latter the great majority were young,
healthy and energetic, and provided with more

or less means. We lay stress on this fact, be¬
cause it shows that this access of population is
that which is just now moat required to fill tip
the gaps made by the requirements of the war

in out industrial population.
If in the midst ol a gigantic contest, with the

tenure of conscription paraded hetore their
eye* by their own governments and journals,
the young men of Europe are attracted here in
such number*, what may we aot expect when
the war is brought to a close and the South
thrown open to loreign immigration? The old
theory that cotton can ouly be success¬

fully cultivated by Hie blaeks has been
disproved by the Germans of Texas;
and. if the resistance of the rebels is to be
pushed to the point of rendering their planta¬
tions liable to confiscation, there is no doubt
that vast numbers of European farmers and
hiMorors will be induced to come here by the
hop*of having these cotton lauds parceled out
among them. Even people of thp Latin races
will find their account in uniting their desti¬
nies to ours, thus reversing Napoleon's idea.
We should not be surprised if, in the first five
years after the termination of the war. the emi¬
gration from all parts of the world to the
United States were to present one of the most
remarkable movements of population on re¬

cord. During that period we shall probably
add from three to four millions to our num¬
bers from abroad, and thc.se composed of the
classes which ooatribute most to the wealth
and prosperity of a country. Thus the very
influences which the European governments
fostered, in the hope of destroying us. will re¬

act fatally upon themselves, and render ns

stronger, more united and more powerful than
ever.

Tur. Conduct ot the British American Au¬
thorities..Since General Gillmore demolished
Fort Sumter and commenced throwing shells
into Charleston from those long guns of bis at
a distance of three or four miles the tone of
the British authorities has undergone a favora¬
ble change towards this government. Some of
our other neighbors also have become more

friendly and good natured. The first evidence
of this was witnessed in the information con¬

veyed to Ifr. Seward by the Canadian authori¬
ties of the plot to release the rebel prisoners at
Johnson's Island and invado the towns on our

lake frontier. Now we perceive an equally
friendly disposition evinced in Halifax in the
ense of the Chesapeake prisoners. The pre¬
siding Judge and the Advocate General have
both declared the seizure of that steamer
unmitigated piracy, and pronounced in faror
of her restoration to her owners. This is jnst
as it should be. It is what we have always
done by England, and if she had pursued this
course from the beginning, instead of giving
aid and comfort to the enemies of tho United
States government, the rebellion would bare
OOlUfttd long since

Tv If*b Pcrumuurr and this Riqhts or
Kokkion IIinibtrim -It appears (hat Secretary
Stanton ha* been committing a blunder, and
one which i* calculated to atir up bitter feeling
among the entire corps dipUmrjtiqxtc in Wash¬
ington and elsewhere It will be remembered
that about a fortnight atnce the steamship
George Cromwell, bound hence for New
Orleans, wu overhauled by coram .tad of tbc
VV ar Department just prior to her departure, and
all articles contraband of war, such as rides, re¬
volvers, how 10 knives, &c., lonnd ainoug tt»e
bagg ige of passengers were taken possession of
by the United States Marshal, in the name of
the government. Among the baggage so
searched was that of the Kuvov Extra irdinary
and Minister Plenipotentiary from Sua Salva¬
dor to tho governmentdbr the United Stales,
Dr H »nry Segur, who was on his way home.
It No 'ins Unit Hot only was the war maleriel
found in the Doctor's possession seized by the
United States Marshal, hut the person of the
Minister himself was also seised and taken
to l ent Lafayette, where, we believe, he
now is It is stated that the warlike
implements capturod were really not in¬
tended lor the use of the rebols, as the
War Department supposed, but for the use of
the liberal cuftso to San Salvador, tlie Presi¬
dent ot that republic (Barriosi being oow in
this city, and vouching for the .truthfulness of
tins view of the case. There is always more
or less ceremony in the receptiou of a foreign
minister by the government, and also in his
departure from the country. If the govern¬
ment does not approve of the person sent as

the representative of a foreign government his
exequatur is denied, or, if he be approved for
a time, nud his presence subsequently becomes
offensive, lie is politely informed that his pass¬
ports await him, aud that his presence as n

foreign representative near this government
will be no longer tolerated. l)r. Segur, it ap¬
pears, received no notice of this kind. The
corps diplomatique hold that he was entitled to
all the prerogatives and immunities guaranteed
to foreign ambassadors, and, so tar as his de-
teution, arrest and imprisonment are con-

corned, the act of the War Department in
causing them is deemed an outrage to the
representative of a foreign Stale.

Cutiocs Looic in tub Se.vatk,.On the re¬
solution of Mr. Ilale, Ibe other day, calling tor
au investigation into the affairs of the Nuvv
Department, several Senators opposed it, and
used the curious logic that the measure would
cast some reflections upon the management of
(he department and on the course of the ad¬
ministration and Honest Abe. This argument
is almost tantamount to an admission that there
is something wrong somewhere. Surely, if there
l>e. Honest Abe Lincoln would be the last
man to refuse or object to an investigation- It
is the duty of the government to investigate all
frauds in the public service, whether tbev may
lie at (tie doors of members of their own party
or uot. The logic of the dissenting Senators is
thus very bad, if not very suspicious

Tiik Recent Aim*.*?* in Nkw York. Wahu-
tkgton ami Ei,-KVMiKitK..Tho recoqt arrests in
the New Vork Custom House. in the depart¬
ments at Washington and elsewhere of certain
financial agents of the government look very
bad for the inanagemeut of Mr. Chase, and
will do him considerable damage in public
esiiinat on If it is the duty of the bead of a

dejiur'nent to keep a strict surveillance over

its affaire in times of peace, how much more

imperative is that duty in time of war. These
arre«ts only prove, however, what we bave
before said, that in attending to the business of
the War Department Mr. Obase has been neglect¬
ing bis own. We see now the truth of that re¬

mark and the deplorable result of the Secre¬
tary's course. The bead of a department is vir¬
tually responsible for the shortcomings of bis
subordinates, and it is bis business to see that
frauds and malfeasance in office do not occur.
If they do. a* in them late cases, the people
of course hold the chiof of tbe department to
a strict accountability. Mr. Chase has one your
uioie of office to run. and be ought to use his
time in making his department straight. Let
him leave tbe War Department and tbe generate
alone, and give his attention to the finances of
the country, with which he is entrusted. Then
he will stand better in the opinion of the people
as a public officer.

Wiim rs thk N.ivr Doing?.There are now

five hundred vessels in the navy, yet we do not
hear of their doing anything. Their move¬

ments seem to be curbed at Washington. In
tbe beginning of tbe war we had an oc< asional
achievement which gave some credit to the
navy by such men as Tarragut, Dupont, and
i'orter: but now we bear nothing of its accom¬

plishments. Surely, with five hundred ships
the navy ought to bave some record. We
ought to get materials for a paragraph now

and then, at all events.

INTERESTING FROI WASHINGTON
W isnmnToa, Jon. 10,1804.

arrangement* or ins president fob carrying
OCT THK AMNESTY PROCLAMATION.

Tbe President Is engaged in Inaugurating measure* io

curry out the terms of hi.< aronmty proclamation anil so

cure tbe A|ieedy organization of governments In the
seceded Stat** that ore to aoy considerable «: tent occu¬

pied by tbe Union forces.

THE OPPOSITION MKMBRRR ON SPECIE PAYMENT* AND
THE AMNRSTY PROCLAMATION.

Tbe democratic and conservative members of Coogreae
met on fnlurday evening in tbe CapUol, with Hon. John
L. Dnweon, of Pennsylvania, In tbe cbalr, and unani¬
mously adopted the following important resolution, of
fered by Hon. James Brooks, of New York:.
Whereas. gold or silver la paid to our munetere, con¬

sole and comment loner* representing (be natlou in foreign
countries, and gold and ativer are received from tbe peo-
pie at the custom bourne In payment of dutiee. end
wbereaa, tbe people are taxed to pay capitalists their In-
tnreat in specie on their investments In the nntionnl
debt; therefore, ho It

Kesolved, that the officers, soldtorn and sailors in the
army and navy sbonld be paid In gold and silver or their
equivalent* in amonnt; and be It also
Resolved, That the Chairman of this meeting be In¬

structed to prepare amendments to tbe Army and Nnvy
bill to thia effect.
The following resolution, from n committee appointed

to consult upou the political matter* likely toxome before

CtmgrdM, wan alio adopted .
Resolved, That the President s ProcUnsation of the

Rib of December, 1H«3, In nnwlae, inexpedient, revolu
tlonary sod unconstitutional, and Is, therefore, disap¬
proved

VISIT OP (IBNBRAL MEADE TO WMbADRLPNTA.
General Meade panned thro tgb the city this afternoon

for Philadelphia on a short leer* of absence to visit his

latnily.
MILITARY NOMINATIONS Bf TBE PMSIDENT.

Among tho military namlnatioae nant In to the Senate,
but not yet acted upon, are the fMlowlog -

nan01.a* abut
Major General Ulrmas B. Orant, United Stales Volun

taers, t* be major feoeral In the United Btatos Army,
from July A, ISM.t# Ml A" original vacancy

Major Geoarel Qw. ft. Meade, United Htslsa Volunteer*,
to he brigadier general, United State* Army, from July 0,
ISM. vioe Oeoafel Hamner. deceased
Major QdoOral James B. MfBtiereon, United sutan Vol-

unteerw, to be brigadier moral. Uolted State* Army,
from August 1,|g88, vioa General Tlarnvy, retired.
l|h« 9***1 ^ TUPMft.

t««, s, to be brigadier general [hilM Statoa Armv from
Ociowr *T. I863, vice Ceuerol JU^jTr^S^'

.umoit iWAerMarr
'

Medical laepeclor Jwfk K Baram u ^ Medical u
speclor GeuiNral, with the rank of cokmet, fro. Aaaim!
10, 186J, vice J*orley, resigned Auguat

rouimn
Capiaiu Quiacy k, £tilmore, of toe Corps of Fnrlannra

to be Brtgftdier Ge*et*l of Votaateera, from Aoritii
1862, for dtatlogutolled Eklll, ability and gallantrv dm*
ployed in tbo roducnoo of Fort Pulaski, Havaanah harbor
Go'jrgia.

""*.

TO US MAJOI OnrVKAie o* TOLI-Hntnw
Brigadier General John Newtoo, United states Voiuo

teers, from March 10,1863.
Ilrigadler General Gouvornevr H. Warren, United Blelea

Volunteers, frmn May 3. 18S3
Brigadier donor il Audrcw A. Humphreys, United Statoa

Voluutoers, from July 8,1861
Sixty Ave uommatioos of brigadier generate of volua

teem b;»ve been made, amoog whom'ere tbo following .
Colonel C G. Heritor, of tbo Sixty Of lb Oblo froa»

September 20, 1863.
'

coioool Jobn F. Miller, Twonly ninth Indiana, from
January li, 1864.

0 1°ST C C An<1"w#. TLir<1 Miuoeaota, from January
Colonel Guitar Kaeniiuertiog, Niolb Ohim from Jauuarv

6, 1864.

lSd*'0"01 ( yrU1 nus^ey Tl"ru lowa' rn>ai January 6,
Colonel John w Fuller, Tweuty seventh- Oblo, from

January 0, 1S64
CoK'iiol itegm I o Trobrianil, Fifty litti New Fork,

from January 5, 1364
ibeso latter comprise uil of tbo now appointments, of

wlncb hix are from lite Wontorn armies aud one.Coluuo'
Ui Trobriiud.from tbe aruiy of the Potomac
C'Of.. UKDKKWOOD APPOINTED lUUOADIRlt GENERAL.

(olonel Uuderwood. ol tbo Thirty-third Massachusetts
Volunteers, who was severely wnuuded at the balMe of
|yx>kou( Moubi.tio, lies in a critical condition at Hash
yliia. Ue has been highly coiuplnneoted by Geoeial
Hookor Senator Wllsoo interested btinsoir to bayo him
appointed bi igadier general, aud to-day Uio commission
was forwarded.
DISAPPOINTMENT OF ASPIRANTS FOR PROMOTION IN

GEN. HANKS' DEPARTMENT.
No little disappointment is naauifeatod hero by oMcera

from (fen. Banks. dopartmout at tbo omission on the
|«art of the President to make any now nominations in
thai army. Sanguiue expectations were entertained that*
number of appointments of brigadiers for gallantry at Port
Hudson would be made, but,all influences haying failed
disappointed applicants are (preparing to roturn South,
somo, it is understood, with the view of resigning
EFFECTS OF TH15 SKVRItK WEATHER IN THE ARMY
An unusual amount of sulfertng from cold ban boeo ex

periei.tien in (bo army during tbe past week,several
having been froxeu to dealb, and a great number having
lost limbs.
CAPTURE OF THE ULOCKADB BONNER MARSHALL J.

SMITH.
Tho Nav.v Department has been advised oT t ho capture

of tho rebel scbooucr Marshall J. Smith, by the gunboat
Kounebec. She was discovered about eightoen miles east
of Mobile Point, at night. Discovering tbo Kenuebeo.
she changed ber course and hauled to land. A ebeil was

fired, and Ibo vessel was approached and boardod. She
was from Mobile, bound to Havana with a cargo of ewe
hundred and sixty bales of cotton (and some turpentine
Her man ileal and other papers were thrown overboard
THE WASHINGTON SANITARY COMMISSION PAUL
The preparations for the great National Sanitary Pair to

be held here ere being energetically pressed forward
Valuable contributions have already been aerii tu. Among
the rest Tiffany A Co., of New York, havo forwarded a

magniUcoui box of goods, and a liberal contribution haa
been received Irom lord A Taylor, of New York. A
large temporary builaiug is being erected on tbesquare
corner of Pennsylvania avenue and Seventh street, la
which to hold tbe fair, and tbe indications are tbat it
will bo a complete success, aud compare favorably with
those which have recently been held i» other cities la
aid of this great astional work.
THE WARHINOTON AND ALEXANDRIA RAILROAD.
It is roporlod tbat tbe Baltimore and Ohio Railroad

Company are negotiating for tbe purchase-of the Washing,
ton aud Alexandria Railroad, with a view to an extension
or their road South wheoover the- state of tbe country
will admit of the resumption of railroad commuulcatloa
with tbat section of the eouutry
MR. CI.AKK, OF THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT, NOT

EtMFRNDKD.
The st'iteinont tbat 8. M. Clark, the chief of tho Note

Bureau, in It*. Treasury Deoartmoiit, had been suspended
Irom duly, is totally without founAatioa, and there la
authority Tor this denial. There will probably be a vigor
oua examination aa to tbe motivoaof the author of this
report

COMMISSIONER OF THK COORT OF CI.ATMS.
J. II Freeman, of Philadelphia, boa been appointed

Commissioner of tho Court of Claims lor tho District of
Columbia

NEW COTTON FIELDS
Tbe Commissioner of Agriculture-bis ro-oived, through

the State Department, from C. F. Wiuslow, K*|., United
States Consul, at Pulta, Peru, eleven- siieoimoos of cult!
valed and wild cottou grown in tbe Cbiva<raUey Some
of tbe Sfiecimetia are very tioo and' valuable

In a communication t» the Secretary of State, accom¬

panying those specimens, Mr. Winslow Mutes that tbe
Influence of iho internal troubles of this eouutry has e«-
t.iudod to Porn, m commercial and agricultural respect*.
The necessities created by the almost total suspension of
supplies of c .Hon Irons the-United States-have stimulated
it-i production in the intor-tropical negiaus of Peru.
Cotton was cultivated bytheaoctont Indian population
that flourished un.ler tbo luces for their common u-o, but
was wlNilly neglected Uv the Spanish invaders and rule
wa.de; but the ciimaieend soil belug partieularly adapted
to its growth, It bsi continued to flourtsb as a wild plant
Rich plantations bnve been laid out lu tho valley of tne
( hiva.a river bottom, averaging more than two miles In
width and extending frmo the bay to tbe Andes The
cu tivation has been very successful, so l a quantity
of the cotton is hetng exported to England. The
success of iho initial experiments made by Mossra.
Garland and Duvail have onouragod the inatitii
tuu of similar enterprises, with Peruvian capt-
tl1' "J Til the valleys that skirt the Andes
favorable to its cultivation. The production of tbo
staple m this region is likely tu become important and
exceedingly remunerative to tboso engaged in it The
gloated obstacle to be overcome in rendering it availa¬
ble is the difllcnltv in the Interior reg.ous of transporting
it to the roast, the only means of ti .ius|>oriatioa avslla-
ble being on tlie backs of mutes, wbo-onu carry only from
three to four hundred pounds al a load. Ibo Egyptian
and Sua island cotton grows in ail this region with ns

improved fineness and lengtn or staple, and ths-
wild cotton, by cultivattou and mixing, Is bo
coming much unproved lu 'pialUy and or greater
value The Fgypttan cdMon plant, when oare

stariod, grown tbriltify, audj hi Jeur months begins to
yield The native cotton yields in eight months. Bolls
open evorv successive day. so that pickingou large plan¬
tations will be conttmioua labor, ft is said mat ti,Sro are

two seasons to the yield of tbo wii<J r. >ttoo, and that tbo
tm s. whi< h somotimes grow to ttm height of tweoly to
twenty Ave feet, continuo to thrive for ton years The
cnlttvat 'd cotton of foreign varieties seems to differ from
this habit of jierlod'city and onroMa a c mt, iu >us sod un

interrupted harvest,aud becomaeperennial
NEW aSRDBN SURDS.

The Commissioner of Agrir.nMnre has vlvi-oi of .
large Invoice of superior gardeu seeds on the way from
Rngland They will be put in packages aud ready for
distribution at an early day. Members of Congress wUl
receive their supplies of sends rrmn the Agricultural Do-
partmeut mum earlier this year than usual, which will
enable them to make distribution to tbeir tXMtituostA
ia better seaoon for use.

NPtlLI ATION OF FCBI.1C TIMBRA
The Commissioner of tbe General Laid Office hag.

despatched to tbe proper officers at Yaockton, D AoUb
Territory, peremptory instructions with a.view unarrest
epoltation of publ climber by aetnire ft the some,and
the punishment of t respaaaers

NmIcM.
THE HERMAN OI'KRV

To night Reetliovous Fidelia wllltxvaung by the artiste
of the (Mrnu < ipera troupe, at the Acadomr of Muiio,
for tbo bonedt of lime. Jnbannaen. Tbo feature of tba
evenlng'a performance will be the debut of Herr Her-
mene, a baaao, who ha* . welt established European repu
tattoo. The London journals spent to teams of prune of
Uim art Iat, whoee aM, waa much needed by the Gorman
artiata bare. Wear* assured that Herr Herat tas antga in
English and Italian us well ae German opera.

¦NoLinn orana.
On Wedneeday evening Mr. Gabriel Harrison's English

Opera troupe wilt etng Haifa's Bohemian Girl at Nibio'e
Saloon. These artiste he** appeared in this opera at the
Park theatre, Brooklyn, with ve-y great auccom

Arret! ef net lenpoatoi ¦
.

CilHO, III , J«n I0 1W4
A Jew named ftnrrlson, who had boon travelltM up

and down the rl.ver, representing himself aa agent of the
New Torh Ae* jcl«ted Press, and eorreepoadent of eeraral
newspaper*,mi been arroated at Mompbie, nod lodged
In Irving '.rfisnn. Papars have been found upon htm
proving tym en impostor, and tenpnenttng hla eg a rebel


